
In accordance with the Declaration on Principles of International Law
concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation Among States in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations, this shall not be construed as
authorizing or encouraging any action which would dismember or impair,
totally or in part, the territorial integrity or political unity of sovereign and
independent States conducting themselves in compliance with the principle of
equal rights and self-determination of peoples and thus possessed of a
Government representing the whole belonging to the territory without distinc-
tion of any kind.

3. Effective international measures to guarantee and monitor the implemen-
tation of human rights standards should be taken in respect of people under
foreign occupation, and effective legal protection against the violation of their
human rights should be provided, in accordance with human rights norms and
international law, particularly the Geneva Convention relative to the Protec-
tion of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 14 August 1949, and other
applicable norms of humanitarian law.

4. The promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms must be considered as a priority objective of the United Nations in
accordance with its purposes and principles, in particular the purpose of
international cooperation. In the framework of these purposes and principles,
the promotion and protection of all human rights is a legitimate concern of the
international community. The organs and specialized agencies related to
human rights should therefore further enhance the coordination of their
activities based on the consistent and objective application of international
human rights instruments.

5. All human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and inter-
related. The international community must treat human rights globally in a fair
and equal manner, on the same footing, and with the same emphasis. While the
significance of national and regional particularities and various historical,
cultural and religious backgrounds must be borne in mind, it is the duty of
States, regardless of their political, economic and cultural systems, to promote
and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms.

6. The efforts of the United Nations system towards the uni versal respect for,
and observance, of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, contribute
to the tability and well-being necessary for peaceful and friendly relations
among nation ,and to improved conditions for peace and security as well as
social and economic development, in conformity with the Charter of the
United Nations.
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16. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the progress made
in dismantling apartheid and calls upon the international community and the
Vnited Nations system to assist in this process.

The World Conference on Human Rights also deplores the continuing acts
of violence aimed at undermining the quest for a peaceful dismantling of
apartheid.

17. The acts, methods and practices of terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations as well as linkage in some countries to drug trafficking are
activities aimed at the destruction of human rights, fundamental freedoms and
democracy, threatening territorial integrity, security of States and destabilizing
legitimately constituted Governments. The international community should
take the necessary steps to enhance cooperation to prevent and combat
terrorism.

18. The human rights of women and of the girl-child are an inalienable,
integral and indivisible part of universal human rights. The full and equal
participation of women in political, civil, economic, social and cultural life, at
the national, regional and international levels, and the eradication of all forms
of discrimination on grounds of sex are priority objectives of the international
community.

Gender-based violence and all forms of sexual harassment and exploita-
tion, including those resulting from cultural prejudice and international
trafficking, are incompatible with the dignity and worth of the human person,
and must be eliminated. This can be achieved by legal measures and through
national action and international cooperation in such fields as economic and
social development, education, safe maternity and health care and social
support.

The human rights of women should form an integral part of the United
Nations human rights activities, including the promotion of all human rights
instruments relating to women.

. The World Conference on Human rights urges Governments, institutions,
Intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to intensify their
efforts for the protection and promotion of human rights of women and the girl-
Child.

19. Considering the importance of the promotion and protection of the rights
of persons belonging to minorities and the contribution of such promotion and
protection to the political and social stability of the States in which such
persons live,
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cbildren, children in detention, children in armed conflict, as well as children
victims of famine and drought and other emergencies, International coopera-
tion and solidarity should be promoted to support the implementation of the
convention and the rights of the child should be a priority in the United
Nations system-wide action on human rights,

The World Conference on Human Rights also stresses that the child for the
full and harmonious development of his or her personality should grow up in
a family environment which accordingly merits broader protection,

22. Special attention needs to be paid to ensuring non-discrimination, and
the equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by disabled
persons, including their active participation in all aspects of society.

23. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that everyone,
without distinction of any kind, is entitled to the right to seek and to enjoy in
other countries asy lum from persecution, as well as the right to return to one's
own country. In this respect it stresses the importance of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees, its 1967 Protocol and regional instruments. It expresses its appre-
ciation to States that continue to admit and host large numbers of refugees in
their territories, and to the Offfice of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees for its dedication to its task. It also expresses its appreciation to
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East.

The World Conference on Human Rights recognizes that gross violations
of human rights, including in armed conflicts, are among the multiple and
complex factors leading to displacement of people.

The World Conference on Human Rights recognizes that, in view of the
complexities of the global refugee crisis and in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations, relevant international instruments and international soli-
darity and in the spirit of burden-sharing, a comprehensive approach by the
international community is needed in coordination and cooperation with the
countries concerned and relevant organizations, bearing in mind the mandate
of the United Nations High Commisssioner for Refugees. This should include
the development of strategies to address the root causes and effects of
movements of refugees and other displaced persons, the strengthening of
emergency preparedness and response mechanisms, the provision of effective
protection and assistance, bearing in mind the special needs of women and
children, as well as the achievement of durable solutions, primarily through the
preferred solution of dignified and safe voluntary repatriation, including
solutions such as those adopted by the international refugee conferences. The
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World Conference on Human Rights underlines the responsibilities of States,
particularly as they relate to the countries of origin.

In the light of the comprehensive aproach, the World Conference on
Human Rights emphasizes the importance of giving special attention includ-
ing through intergovernmental and humanitarian organizations and fmding
lasting solutions to questions related to internally displaced persons including
their voluntary and safe return and rehabilitation.

In accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of
humanitarian law, the World Conference on Human Rights further emphasizes
the importance of and the need for humanitarian assistance to victims of all
natural and man-made disasters.

24. Great importance must be given to the promotion and protection of the
human rights of persons belonging to groups which have been rendered
vulnerable, including migrant workers, the elimination of all forms of dis-
crimination against them, and the strengthening and more effective imple-
mentation of existing human rights instruments. States have an obligation to
create and maintain adequate measures at the national level, in particular in the
fields of education, health and social support, for the promotion and protection
of the rights of persons in vulnerable sectors of their populations and to ensure
the participation of those among them who are interested in finding a solution
to their own problems.

25. The World Conference on Human Rights affirms that extreme poverty
and social exclusion constitute a violation of human dignity and that urgent
steps are necessary to achieve better knowledge of extreme poverty and its
causes, including those related to the problem of development, in order to
promote the human rights of the poorest, and to put an end to extreme poverty
and social exclusion and to promote the enjoyment of the fruits of social
progress. It is essential for States to foster participation by the poorest people
in the decision-making process by the community in which they live, the
promotion of human rights and efforts to combat extreme poverty.

26. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the progress made
in the codification of human rights instruments, which is a dynamic and
evolving process, and urges the universal ratification of human rights treaties.
All States are encouraged to accede to these international instruments; all
States are encouraged to avoid, as far as possible, the resort to reservations.

27. Every State should provide an effective framework of remedie~ to
redress human rights grievances or violations. The administration of justIce,
including law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies and, especial~y, ~
independent judiciary and legal profession in full conformity with apphcab e
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contained in international human rights instrUments. are essen nar to

••••full and non-discriminatory realization of human rights and indispensable
to the proCesses of demoCracy and sustainable development. In this context.
iIlstitutions concemed with the administration of justice should be properly
fuDded. and an inc_ed le~el of both technical and financial assistance sh~uld
be provided by the mtematlOnal commumty. It IS mcumbent upon the Umted
!'lations to make use of special programmes of advisory services on a priority
baSiS for the achievement of a strong and mdependent admmlStra"on of

justice.28. The World Conference on Human Rights expresses its dismay at massive
,"olati

ons
of human rights especially in the form of genoCide. "ethnic

cleansing" and systematic rape of women in war situations. creating mass
exodUSof refugees and displaced persons. While strongly condemning such
abhorrent practices it reiterates the call that perpetrators of such crimes be

punished and such practices immediately stopped.
29. The World Conference on Human Rights expresses grave concern about
continuing human rights violations in all parts of the world in disregard of
standardS as contained in inremational human rights instrU

mets
and interna-

tional humanitarian law and about the lack of sufficient and effective remedies

for the victims.The World Conference on Human Rights is deeply concerned about
violations of human rights during armed conflicts. affecting the civilian
population. especially women. children. the elderly and the disabled. The
Conference therefore calls upon States and all parties to armed conflicts
strictly to observe international humanitarian law, as set forth in the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and other rules and principles of international law , as
well as minimum standards for protection of human rights, as laid down in

international conventions.
The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the right of the victims

to be assisted by humanitarian organizations, as set forth in the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and other relevant instruments of international humani-
tarian law, and calls for the safe and timely access for such assistance.

30. The World Conference on Human Rights also expresses its dismay and
condemnation that gross and systematic violations and situations that consti-
tute serious obstacles to the full enjoyment of all human rights continue to
occur in different parts of the world. Such violations and obstacles include, as
well as torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment,
summary and arbitrary executions, disappearances, arbitrary detentions, all
forms of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid, foreign occupation and
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alien domination, xenophobia, poverty, hunger and other denials of economic,
social and cultural rights, religious intolerance, terrorism, discrimination
against women and lack of the rule of law.

31. The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon States to refrain
from any unilateral measure not in accordance with international law and the
Charter of the United Nations that creates obstacles to trade relations among
States and impedes the full realization of the human rights set forth in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and international human rights
instruments, in particular the rights of everyone to a standard ofliving adequate
for their health and well-being, including food and medical care, housing and
the necessary social services. The World Conference on Human Rights affirms

/

that food should not be used as a tool for political pressure.

32. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the importance of
ensuring the universality, objectivity and non-selectivity ofthe consideration
of human rights issues.

33. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that States are duty-
bound, as stipulated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and in other
international human rights instruments, to ensure that education is aimed at
strengthening the respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms. The
World Conference on Human Rights emphasizes the importance of incorpo-
rating the subject of human rights education programmes and calls upon States
to do so. Education should promote understanding, tolerance, peace and
friendly relations between the nations and all racial or religious groups and
encourage the development of United Nations activities in pursuance of these
objectives. Therefore, education on human rights and the dissemination of
proper information, both theoretical and practical, play an important role in
the promotion and respect of human rights with regard to all individuals
without distinction of any kind such as race, sex, language or religion, and this
should be integrated in the education policies at the national as well as
international levels. The World Conference on Human Rights notes that
resource constraints and institutional inadequacies may impede the immediate
realization of these objectives.

34. Increased efforts should be made to assist countries which so request to
create the conditions whereby each individual can enjoy universal human
rights and fundamental freedoms. Governments, the United Nations system as
well as other multilateral organizations are urged to increase considerably the
resources allocated to programmes aiming at the establishment and strength-
ening of national legislation, national institutions and related infrastructures
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A. Increased coo dl tir IDa on on human rights withi th
United Nations system n e

1. The World Conference on Human Ri h 'nation in support of human . ht d fu g ts recommends increased coordi-
Nations system. To this e~g thS~ l~~mental freedoms within the United
all United Nations organs bodi e dO~ on~e~ence on H~man Rights urges
deal with human right; esan t e specializedagencies whose activitles
streamline their activit:e 0 t=pe~ate in order to strengthen, rationalize and
duplication The Wo ld CS, £ ng into account the need to avoid unnecessary

. r onrerence on Human R" ht 1Secretary-General th t hi ,Ig Sa so recommends to the
and special' d a. Igh-lev.el officials of relevant United Nations bodies

ize agencies at their annual m f be idactivities also asses 'th ' ee mg, Sl es coordinating their
, s •. e Impact of th . .enjoyment of all human rights. eir strategies and policies on the

2. Furthermore, the World Conf 'organizations and romi ' ere.nce on Human Rights calls on regional
ment institutions t: n::;t mte~atlOnal and regional finance and develop-
the en]'oyment of h assess, so the Impact of their policies and programmes on

uman nghts.
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'fhe World Conference on Human Rights recognizes that relevant special-
~ agencies and bodies and institutions of the United Nations system as well

other relevant intergovernmental organizations whose activities deal with
as maIl rights playa vital role in the formulation, promotion and implementa-
~u of human rights standards, within their respective mandates, and should
U~ .oal<einto account the outcome of the World Conference on Human RIghts

within their fields of competence,
4 'fhe World Conference on Human Rights strongly recommends that a
~ncerted effort be made to encourage and facilitate the ratification of and

~ession or succession to international human rights treaties ~nd protOCOls
adopted within the framework of the UnIted NatIOns system with the aim of
universal acceptance, The Secretary-General, in consultation with treaty
bOdies, should consider opening a dialogue with States not having acceded to
these human rights treaties, in order to identify obstacles and to seek ways of

overcoming them,
5. The World Conference on Human Rights encourages States to consider
limiting the extent of any reservations they lodge to international human rights
instrUments, formulate any reservations as precisely and narrowly as possible,
ensure that none is incompatible with the object and purpose of the relevant
treaty and regularly review any reservations with a view to withdrawing them.

6. The World Conference on Human Rights, recognizing the need to
maintain consistency with the high quality of existing international standards
and to avoid proliferation of human rights instruments, reaffirms the guide-
lines relating to the elaboration of new international instruments contained in
General Assembly resolution 411120 of 4 December 1986 and calls on the
United Nations human rights bodies, when considering the elaboration of new
international standards, to keep those guidelines in mind, to consult with
human rights treaty bodies on the necessity for drafting new standards and to
~uest the Secretariat to carry out technical reviews of proposed new

mstruments.
7. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that human rights
offi~ers be assigned if and when necessary to regional offices of the United

atIons Organization with the purpose of disseminating information and
offering training and other technical assistance in the field of human rights
?pon the request of concerned Member States. Human rights training for
~ternational civil servants who are assigned to work relating to human rights

s ould be organized,
8. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the convening o~
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emergency sessions of the Commission on Human Rights as a positive
initiative and that other ways of responding to acute violations of human rights
be considered by the relevant organs of the United Nations system.

Resources

9: T~e WorId Confer~n~~ on Human Rights, concerned by the growing
disparity between the activities of the Centre for Human Rights and the human
financial and other resources available to carry them out, and bearing in mind
the resources needed for other important United Nations programmes, re-
quests the Secretary-General and the General Assembly to take immediate
steps to increase substantially the resources for the human rights programme
from within the existing and future regular budgets of the United Nations, and
to take urgent steps to seek increased extrabudgetary resources.

10. Within this framework, an increased proportion of the budget should be
allocated directl y to the Centre for Human Rights to cover its costs and all other
costs borne by the Centre for Human Rights, including those related to the
United Nations human rights bodies. Voluntary funding of the Centre's
technical cooperation activities should reinforce this enhanced budget; the
World Conference on Human Rights calls for generous contributions to the
existing trust funds.

11. The World Conference on Human Rights requests the Secretary-General
and the General Assembly to provide sufficient human, financial and other
resources to the Centre for Human Rights to enable it effectively, efficiently
and expeditiously to carry out its activities.

12. The World Conference on Human rights, noting the need to 'ensure that
human and financial resources are available to carry out the human rights
activities, as mandated by intergovernmental bodies, urges the Secretary-
General, in accordance with Article 101 of the Charter of the United Nations,
and Member States to adopt a coherent approach aimed at securing that
resources commensurate to the increased mandates are allocated to the
Secretariat. The World Conference on Human Rights invites the Secretary-
General to consider whether adjustments to procedures in the programme
budget cycle would be necessary or helpful to ensure the timely and effective
implementation of human rights activities as mandated by Member States.

Centre for Human Rights

13. The World Conference on Human Rights stresses the importance of
strengthening the United Nations Centre for Human Rights.
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The Centre for Human Rights should play an important role in coordi-
14'. g system-wide attention for human rights. The focal role of the Centre can
oatlJl . th U' d N .be realized if it is enabled to cooperate fully With 0 er rnte anons
~ s and organs. The coordinating role of the Centre for Human Rights also

l~s that the office of the Centre for Human Rights in New York isir11P ie
strengthened.

5 The Centre for Human Rights should be assured adequate means for the
1 . ki dtern of thematic and country rapporteurs, experts, wor ng groups an
:ty bodies. Follow-up on reco~e~dations should ~ecome a priority
matter for consideration by the Commission on Human Rights.

16. The Centre for Human Rights should assume a larger role in the
promotion of human rights. This role could be given shape through coopera-
tion with Member States and by an enhanced programme of advisory services
and technical assistance. The existing voluntary funds will have to be ex-
panded substantially for these purpo~e~ .and should be man.aged in a more
efficient and coordinated way. All actrvities should follow stnct and transpar-
ent project management rules and regular programme and project evaluations
should be held periodically. To this end, the results of such evaluation
exercises and other relevant information should be made available regularly.
The Centre should, in particular, organize at least once a year information
meetings open to all Members States and organizations directly involved in
these projects and programmes.

Adaptation and strengthening of the United Nations machinery for
human rights, including the question of the establishment of a United

ations High Commissioner for Human Rights

17. The World Conference on Human Rights recognizes the necessity for a
COntinuing adaptation of the United Nations human rights machinery to the
current and future needs in the promotion and protection of human rights, as
reflected in the present Declaration and within the framework of a balanced
and sustainable development for all people. In particular, the United Nations
~uman rights organs should improve their coordination, efficiency and effec-
tiveness.

18. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends to the General
Assembly that when examining the report of the Conference at its forty-eighth
session, it begin, as a matter of priority, consideration of the question fo the
establishment of a High Commissioner for Human Rights for the promotion
and protection of all human rights.
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B. Equality, dignity and tolerance

1. Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and
other forms of intolerance

19. The World Conference on Human Rights considers the elimination of
racism and racial discrimination, in particular in their institutionalized forms
such as apartheid or resulting fro~ doct~nes of raci.al superiori~y or exclusivity
or contemporary forms and manifestations of racism, as a pnmary objective
for the international community and a worldwide promotion programme in the
field of human rights. United Nations organs and agencies should strengthen
their efforts to implement such a programme of action related to the third
decade to combat racism and racial discrimination as well as subsequent
mandates to the same end. The World Conference on Human Rights strongly
appeals to the international community to contribute generously to the Trust
Fund for the Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination.

20. The World Conference on Human Rights urges all Governments to take
immediate measures and to develop strong policies to prevent and combat all
forms and manifestations of racism, xenophobia or related intolerance, where
necessary by enactment of appropriate legislation, including penal measures,
and by the establishment of national institutions to combat such phenomena.

2!. The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the decision of the
Commission on Human Rights to appoint a Special Rapporteur on contempo-
rary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intoler-
ance. The World Conference on Human Rights also appeals to all States parties
to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination to consider making the declaration under article 14 of the
Convention.

22. The World Conference of Human Rights calls upon all Governments to
take all appropriate measures in compliance with their international obliga-
tions and with due regard to their respective legal systems to counter intoler-
ance and related violence based on religion or belief, including practice.s of
discrimination against women and including the desecration of religious SiteS,
recognizing that every individual has the right to freedom of thought, con-
science, expression and religion. The Conference also invites all States to put
into practice the provisions of the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forrns

of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief.

23. The World Conference on Human Rights stresses that all persons whO
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trate or authorize criminal acts associated with ethnic cle~sin~ are
pe~d ally responsible and accountable for such human rights violations,
. dlVI u bri th
ill h t the international community should exert every effort to nng ose
aJ1dt a ..' .

all responsible for such violations to justice.
leg y

The World Conference on Human Rights calls on all States t~ take
~4. ediate measures, individually and collectively, to combat the practIce. of
l""::iC cleansing to bring it quickly to an en~. Victims oft~e abhorre~t practice
eth . leansing are entitled to appropnate and effective remedies.of ethniC c

2. Persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic minorities

25. The World Conference on Human Rights calls on the Commissi~n on
R'ghts to examine ways and means to promote and protect effectivelyHurnan I . . . . I'

the rights of persons belonging to rrnnonttes as set out 10 t~e Dec. ~atton on
the Rights of Persons belonging to National or Ethmc, RelIgiOUS.and
Linguistic Minorities. In this context, the World Confe~ence on Human Rights
calls upon the Centre for Human Rights to provide, ~t the re~uest of
Governments concerned and as part of its programme of advisory servlc~s and
technical assistance, qualified expertise on minority issues ~d ~uma~ r!ghts,
as well as on the prevention and resolution of disputes, to assist 10 exrstmg or
potential situations involving minorities.

26. The World Conference on Human Rights urges States and the in~erna-
tional community to promote and protect the rights of persons belonging to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities in accordance With t?e

. Declaration on the Rights of Persons belonging to National or Ethmc,
Religious and Linguistic Minorities.

27. Measures to be taken, where appropriate, should include facilitation of
their full participation in all aspects of the political, economic, social, religio~s
and cultural life of society and in the economic progress and development 10

their country.

Indigenous people

28. The World Conference on Human Rights calls on the Working Group on
Indigenous Populations of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimina-
tion and Protection of Minorities to complete the drafting of a declaration on
the rights of indigenous people at its eleventh session.

29. The World Conference on Human Rights recommends that the Commis-
ion on Human Rights consider the renewal and updating of the mandate of the
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